Appendix A - Student Trustee Election Code

1.0 [bookmark: 1.0 Interpretation and Definitions]Interpretation and Definitions
In this Code,
1.1 “Campaigning” means any conduct with the goal of influencing voters.
1.2 “Campaign material” means any form of media, whether online or in-person, that advances the goal of influencing voters.
1.3 “Campaign period” means the period scheduled in which candidates solicit votes.
1.4 “Candidate” means a person running for Student Trustee.
1.5 “Election period” means the period scheduled in which voters may cast ballots.
1.6 “Qualified student” means a student that is qualified to act as Student Trustee.
1.7 “Secondary learning centres” includes Durham Alternative Secondary School, Grove School, Return Ticket, and DDSB@Home Secondary.
1.8 “Voters” means all DDSB secondary students.
1.9 The secondary learning centres shall be considered to be one (1) secondary school and a part of its own municipality.

2.0 [bookmark: 2.0 Notice of Election]Notice of Election
2.1 On or prior to November 1, an election notice, including rules, process, and deadlines, shall be sent out to the community and schools, and posted on the website.
2.2 The Student Trustees shall be elected prior to the last day of February in each school year.

3.0 [bookmark: 3.0 Candidate Nomination]Candidate Nomination
3.1 Qualified students who are interested in running for Student Trustee shall submit a Student Trustee Application Package (Appendix B) to their Principal or designate. The package will be forwarded to the Staff Advisors and Administrative Liaison to review for completeness and ensure candidates are qualified.
3.2 If there is more than one (1) qualified applicant at a given secondary school, the student body shall elect one (1) school nominee via direct election. If not, the sole applicant shall be declared the school nominee.

4.0 [bookmark: 4.0 General Process]General Process
4.1 Section 4.0 applies only to the municipal and board-wide elections.
4.2 A municipal election period, board-wide election period and campaign period will be established. The campaign period shall begin at least one (1) week prior to the start of the municipal election period and end at the conclusion of the board-wide election period. Election periods will last at least five (5) school days.
4.3 Candidates will submit a campaign video, up to two (2) minutes in length, to be distributed to voters during the election periods.
4.4 All voters within the jurisdiction of an election shall be entitled to vote, which shall be by secret, ranked ballot.
4.5 Each voter’s vote will count as one (1) point until their school has a greater number of votes than the threshold, and thereafter each candidate’s point allocation at that school will be calculated as follows: (votes received*(threshold+(0.25*(total votes-threshold))))/total votes. The point threshold will be sixty (60) votes.
4.6 In the event of an equality of points, the tie breaker shall be the number of votes that a candidate received. In the event of an equality of points and votes, a hat draw will determine the winner;
4.7 All election results, including point counts, shall be publicly released.

5.0 [bookmark: 5.0 Municipal Elections]Municipal Elections
5.1 Section 5.0 applies only to the municipal elections.
5.2 The school nominees shall be candidates in the municipal elections.
5.3 The municipal elections shall take place in each municipality and apply only in those which have more than one (1) secondary school. Candidates from municipalities with only one (1) secondary school shall be declared municipal nominees.
5.4 In each municipality, the candidate receiving a clear majority shall be declared the municipal nominee. A clear majority is ½ + 0.001 of available points.
5.6	Should no candidate receive a clear majority, the votes and corresponding points for the candidate with the smallest number of points shall be redistributed based on rank, and this shall be repeated until one (1) candidate receives a clear majority.

6.0 [bookmark: 6.0 Board-Wide Election]Board-Wide Election
6.1 Section 6.0 applies only to the board-wide election.
6.2 The municipal nominees shall be the candidates in the board-wide election.

6.3 The candidates who reach the quota, or are the last to be eliminated, shall be declared to be elected. The quota is ¼ + 0.001 of available points.
6.4 Should a sufficient number (3) of candidates not reach the quota, the votes and corresponding points for the candidate with the smallest number of points shall be redistributed based on rank, and this shall be repeated until a sufficient number of candidates have reached the quota or there are only that number of candidates left.

7.0 [bookmark: 7.0 Candidates’ Forum]Candidates’ Forum
7.1 Unless excused by the Administrative Liaison, candidates that advance to the board-wide election must participate in a candidates’ forum, which shall be live-streamed.

8.0 [bookmark: 8.0 Campaign Rules]Campaign Rules
8.1 Excluding section 8.6, campaign rules shall not apply during candidate nomination.
8.2 All candidates must respect the spirit of the campaign rules. They are responsible for understanding and following the rules.
8.3 Candidates shall not campaign from the time they have been elected as school nominee until the campaign period begins.
8.4 During the campaign period, candidates:
a) May not use the following to campaign:
i) School or District resources or social media;
ii) School-level marketing, including announcements and posters;
iii) School-sanctioned events;
iv) DDSB or Student Senate logos or branding;
b) Shall not endorse other candidates or be publicly endorsed by anyone.
8.5 All social media accounts used for the purposes of campaigning must be submitted to the Administrative Liaison or designate.
8.6 All campaign material used by candidates must be approved by their Principal or designate.
8.7 For greater certainty, schools and teachers may promote that an election is happening, and if they promote candidates, they must do so equally.
8.8 If a candidate violates the campaign rules, they may be sanctioned by one (1) or more of the following:
a) A warning;
b) Being required to remove certain campaign materials;
c) Disqualification from the election;
d) Any sanction deemed just that ensures the integrity of the election.
