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October 9, 2026
BY EMAIL

The Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario

Room 281

Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5

Email: premier@ontario.ca

Re: Sustainable and Predictable Operating Funding for Ontario's Public Libraries

At its Regular Council Meeting held on October 5, 2026, Council supported the enclosed
correspondence.

Council accordingly passed the following resolution:

R26-10-473
Moved By Mayor Bondy
Seconded By Councillor Verbeek

Whereas, correspondence from City of Port Colborne regarding Sustainable and Predictable
Operating Funding for Ontario's Public Libraries, be received and supported; and

That a letter from the Town of Essex be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, Minister of
Tourism, Culture and Gaming, Essex MPP Anthony Leardi, Association of Municipalities in
Ontario (AMO), Ontario Library Association (OLA), Federation of Ontario Public Libraries
(FOPL).

Carried

—
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| trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to
contact the undersigned.

Yours truly,

Joseph Malandruccolo
Director, Legal and Legislative Services/Clerk
jmalandruccolo@essex.ca

cc. Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming zee.hamid@ontario.ca
Essex MPP, Anthony Leardi anthony.leardi@pc.ola.org
Association of Municipalities of Ontario resolutions@amo.on.ca
Ontario Library Association (OLA) info@accessola.com
Federation of Ontario Public Libraries (FOPL) admin@fopl.ca
City of Port Colborne Brenda.Heidebrecht@portcolborne.ca
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September 15, 2026

Email: premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Queens Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Honourable Doug Ford:

Re: City of Port Colborne Supports the Township of Armour regarding Support for
Sustainable and Predictable Operating funding for Ontario’s Public Libraries

Please be advised that, at its meeting of September 8, 2026, the Council of The Corporation of
the City of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the Township of Armour
regarding support for Sustainable and Predictable Operating funding for Ontario’s Public
Libraries.

The correspondence is attached for your consideration.

Sincerely,

L. Taddon

Charlotte Madden
City Clerk

ec. Zee Hamid, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming
Jeff Burch, MPP for Niagara West
Association of Municipalities in Ontario (AMO)
Ontario Library Association (OLA)
Federation of Ontario Public Libraries (FOPL)
All Ontario Municipalities
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DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND
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BURK'S FALLS, ON Fax: (705) 382-2068
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Email: admin@armourtownship.ca
Website: www.armourtownship.ca

Motion# 2026-236

WHEREAS public libraries provide essential services including literacy, education, technology
access, employment resources, and community programming;

AND WHEREAS the Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson Union Public Library serves the residents
of the Township of Armour and surrounding communities;

AND WHEREAS the provincial funding received by the Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson Union
Public Library has remained at $13,914 annually since 1990, despite significant increases in
the cost of providing library services;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Armour’s contribution to library services has increased from
$14,097.99 in 2001 to $98,722 in 2026, placing an increasing financial burden on municipal
taxpayers;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Library Association and Federation of Ontario Public Libraries
have called for increased and sustainable provincial funding for public libraries;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Armour petitions
the Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming, to
substantially increase and provide sustainable, predictable operating funding for Ontario’s
public libraries;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier
of Ontario, the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming, the local Member of Provincial
Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Ontario Library Association
(OLA), and the Federation of Ontario Public Libraries (FOPL) for their support and advocacy;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to municipalities across
Ontario for their consideration and support.

Moved by: Blakelock, Rod O Seconded by: Blakelock, Rod O
Brandt, Jerry O Brandt, Jerry IE/
Haggart-Davis, E/ Haggart-Davis, O
Dorothy Dorothy
Ward, Rod O Ward, Rod O
Whitwell, Wendy O Whitwell, Wendy O

Carried / Defeated %

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest by:




DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND

56 ONTARIO STREET
PO BOX 533

BURK’S FALLS, ON
POA 1CO

Date: August 11, 2026
Recorded vote requested by:

Recorded Vote:
Blakelock, Rod

Brandt, Jerry
Haggart-Davis, Dorothy
Ward, Rod

Whitwell, Wendy

(705) 382-3332

(705) 382-2954

Fax: (705) 382-2068

Email: admin@armourtownship.ca
Website: www.armourtownship.ca
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