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Construction notice: 
Columbia Street watermain 
City of Waterloo
2026 - 2028 
Columbia Street, Westmount Road to King Street North 
Notice date: November 5, 2026
About the project
The Region of Waterloo, in partnership with the City of Waterloo, is improving water infrastructure along Columbia Street, from King Street North to west of Westmount Road at Old Post Road.
The work includes new and replacement watermains, valves and related infrastructure to improve the reliability and resiliency of the local water system. The project will also include pavement replacement and active transportation improvements.
Construction began near King Street North in June 2026 and will proceed westward in stages. Work is expected to be complete by spring 2028. Construction updates will be shared as work progresses along Columbia Street.
Project timinig
Upcoming work along Columbia Street:
· November 9: The north leg of Phillip street will be closed for approximately 5 days. 
· Fall 2026: Watermain work will be completed through the Phillip Street intersection.
· Winter 2027: Crews will complete specialized watermain installation beneath the ION tracks. Westbound traffic impacts are anticipated between Phillip Street and Hagey Boulevard.
· Spring and summer 2027: Watermain construction will continue west along Columbia Street toward Old Post Road. Pavement rehabilitation between King Street and Lester Street will also be completed.
· 2028: Final paving, restoration and active transportation improvements will be completed.
Construction schedules and traffic arrangements may change as work progresses. Additional updates will be provided before future work begins.
Construction impacts
Phillip Street, north of Columbia Street, is expected to close temporarily on or about November 9, 2026, for approximately five days. The closure is required to complete watermain installation through the intersection.
Two-way traffic will continue to be maintained on Columbia Street. Road users will be detoured using Hagey Boulevard or Albert Street.
A westbound closure of Columbia Street, between Phillip Street and Hagey Boulevard, is also planned for approximately two months in winter 2027. This closure will allow crews to install the new watermain beneath the ION tracks. Eastbound traffic is expected to remain open.
Further notice, including confirmed dates, detour routes and access information, will be provided closer to the start of work.
Property and business access
All businesses in the construction area remain open and accessible during construction. Every effort will be made to maintain access to residential and business driveways in the construction area during working hours (7 a.m.–7 p.m.) Access to sidewalks will also be maintained where possible. Pedestrians, cyclists and motorists should follow posted signs, traffic-control devices and directions from construction personnel when travelling through the work area.
Please plan for some delays and travel carefully in the construction zone.  We request that when driving or walking through and around the construction zone you follow and obey the construction traffic signage for your safety and for the safety of the workers.
More information
Visit the project page for additional information: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/columbia-street 
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Contact information
Padraig Keating, P.Eng, P.M.P.
Senior Engineer, Region of Waterloo
PaKeating@regionofwaterloo.ca
Service First Contact Centre: 519-575-4400
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