Katja Awender

From: Renee Ainsworth

Sent: October 24, 2025 10:43 AM

To: Brendan P. Ruddick; Lindsay Stark (she/her); Quinto M. Annibale

Cc: Jennifer Marshall; Christopher Lee; Alexandra Whyte; Roberta Green; Stacey Forfar
Subject: Re: Legal Opinion

Good morning Brendan,
Thank you for confirming. The opinion will be posted on the Township website today.

The only record of the meeting that will be available are the open portion minutes. These minutes will
note the subject of the closed session, however, will not include any further details. Our procedure
bylaw only provides allowance for the Ombudsman or Township appointed IC to have access to any
recordings or minutes of the closed portion of meetings.

Renee

Get Outlook for Android

From: Brendan P. Ruddick <bruddick@LN.Law>

Sent: Friday, October 24, 2025 10:23:54 a.m.

To: Lindsay Stark (she/her) <lstark@LN.Law>; Quinto M. Annibale <QAnnibale@loonix.com>; Renee Ainsworth
<Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>

Cc: Jennifer Marshall <jennifer.marshall@springwater.ca>; Christopher Lee <clee@LN.Law>; Alexandra Whyte
<awhyte@LN.Law>; Roberta Green <rgreen@LN.Law>; Stacey Forfar <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>
Subject: RE: Legal Opinion

Good morning Renee,

Chris and Quinto asked me to reach out following the Council meeting yesterday to advise that they have
discussed the proposed release of the October 23, 2025 opinion letter and see no particular sensitivity that would
prevent its release if the Township wished to waive privilege on it.

In addition, we are wondering if there is a recording of the meeting last night, and if so, whether you would be able
to send us a copy for our records.

Thank you,
Brendan

Brendan P. Ruddick, Partner BRENDMAN RUDDCK 2020

Municipal, Land Use Planning & Development Best Lawyers

T.416.748.5126 | C. 416.919.4662 | bruddick@LN.Law




From: Lindsay Stark (she/her) <Istark@LN.Law>

Sent: October 23, 2025 11:31 AM

To: Quinto M. Annibale <QAnnibale@loonix.com>; Ainsworth Renee <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>

Cc: Marshall Jennifer <jennifer.marshall@springwater.ca>; Christopher Lee <clee@LN.Law>; Alexandra Whyte
<awhyte@LN.Law>; Brendan P. Ruddick <bruddick@LN.Law>; Roberta Green <rgreen@LN.Law>; Forfar Stacey
<stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>

Subject: RE: Legal Opinion

Good morning,

Please find attached updated correspondence from Mr. Lee with respect to the above-noted matter.

Warm regards,

Lindsay Stark (she/her), Senior Law Clerk
Commercial Litigation

T.416.746.4717 | F. 416.746.8319 | Istark@LN.Law

From: Quinto M. Annibale <QAnnibale@loonix.com>

Sent: October 22, 2025 6:12 PM

To: Ainsworth Renee <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>

Cc: Lindsay Stark (she/her) <Istark@LN.Law>; Marshall Jennifer <jennifer.marshall@springwater.ca>; Christopher Lee
<clee@LN.Law>; Alexandra Whyte <awhyte@LN.Law>; Brendan P. Ruddick <bruddick@LN.Law>; Roberta Green
<rgreen@LN.Law>; Forfar Stacey <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>

Subject: Re: Legal Opinion

Renee
We will forward a revised opinion in the morning. Afew points of clarification-

1. 1 did say that the mayor needed to repeal her strong mayor bylaw. However, council can also try to
repeal it. However the mayor could and probably would try to veto that so we saw no pointin going down
that rabbit hole. | have asked my staff to make that a bit clearer in my opinion.

2. We will amend the opinion to address the issue of attacking the whole process but you will recall that
| was of the view that there is very little to attack because neither the opdf, nor the minister, nor the
mayor has made any decisions or entered into any agreements or done anything that could be
challenged by jr or otherwise. Therefore it would be premature to start an action based on

that. Therefore opinion will be amended to reflect that. If that changes then of course we could take
steps to try to review those opinions. The letter will reflect all that



3. The opinion will also be amended to reflect to identify another potential issue being whether the
minister can even make a decision to adjust the boundary or whether that requires an act of the
legislature. We are notin a position to answer that question but will identify it as one requiring our
further review.

Hope that helps. | will try to be on the call tomorrow but it will be dependant on my internet.

Quinto

On Oct 22, 2025, at 11:31 PM, Renee Ainsworth <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>
wrote:

Good afternoon,
Thank you for providing the opinion.

| do have a few comments/questions, taking into consideration that | have only had the time for a
cursory review of the document.

| do have concern that the scope of the opinion does not fulfill what was directed by Council. The
direction was “to provide detailed advice regarding the possibility of initiating a judicial review of
the City of Barrie boundary adjustment process”. | will be forwarding the opinion to Council for
their information, however please be prepared to possibly field additional questions surrounding
the entirety of the COB boundary adjustment process mas your opinion seems solely focused on
use of Strong Mayors powers.

In addition, Q5 of Appendix A it states that repeal of the Mayors by-law(s) is something for Council
to determine. From our call last week, you had mentioned that only the Mayor is able to repeal
Strong Mayors by-laws and that Council is not able to do so. Can you please clarify this for me?

I will complete a fulsome review this evening and provide you with any other questions or
comments | may have.

Thank you,

Renée Ainsworth, Dipl. M.A., AOMC
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/
Director of Corporate Services
Township of Springwater

2231 Nursery Road

Minesing, ON L9X 1A8

P. 705-728-4784 Ext. 2026

F. 705-728-6957
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Respecting Your Right to Disconnect: My working hours may not reflect
yours. Please do not feel obligated to answer outside your normal work hours.

The information contained in this message is directed in confidence solely to the
person(s) named above and may not be otherwise distributed, copied, or disclosed. The
message may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender of the error so that
we can update our distribution list and then delete the message without making a copy.

From: Lindsay Stark (she/her) <|stark@LN.Law>

Sent: October 22, 2025 4:51 PM

To: Jennifer Marshall <jennifer.marshall@springwater.ca>; Renee Ainsworth
<Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>

Cc: Quinto M. Annibale <QAnnibale@loonix.com>; Christopher Lee <clee@LN.Law>; Alexandra Whyte
<awhyte@LN.Law>; Brendan P. Ruddick <bruddick@LN.Law>; Roberta Green <rgreen@LN.Law>
Subject: Legal Opinion

Good afternoon,

Please find attached correspondence from Mr. Lee in relation to the above-noted matter.

Thank you.

Lindsay Stark (she/her), Senior Law Clerk
Commercial Litigation

T.416.746.4717 | F. 416.746.8319 | Istark@LN.Law
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<Letter to Mayor Coughlin and Council dated October 22 2025.pdf>

Quinto M. Annibale*, Partner
Municipal, Land Use Planning & Development

T.416.748.4757 | C. 416.917.5563 | QAnnibale@loonix.com

* Quinto M. Annibale Professional Corporation
[ LOCPSTRA NIXON

100 New Park Place, Suite 303, Vaughan, Ontario L4K OH9 | www.LN.Law
Consistently Ranked as One of the Top Development Law Firms in the GTHA by Novae Res Urbis.



