
From: William McLennan
Sent on: December 1, 2025 12:31:45 PM
To: Renee Ainsworth
CC: Stacey Forfar; Michael Binetti
Subject: RE: Privileged and Confidential - Email from Bob Bruton
   

EXTERNAL EMAIL. Please check sender.

Hi Renee,
 
Please see the proposed response below. This tracks the comms strategy that we’ve discussed.
 
Some important notes:
 

1. You need to add a link to the council decision approving the Framework Agreement in the highlighted section below.
2. Please confirm the factual accuracy of the statement (e.g., the basis of the $22M and the per-acre cost, the fact that

the servicing grants hundreds of millions in value, etc.).
 
 
Here is the response for consideration:
 

Thank you for reaching out.

Now that the Province has introduced the Barrie-Oro-Medonte-Springwater Boundary Adjustment Act, 2025 (Bill 76), I
have instructed our staff to finalize compensation details with the City of Barrie based on the Council-approved
Framework Agreement [Link], to which we remain fully committed.
 

·        Financial compensation is a core pillar of the framework we negotiated with the City of Barrie, and it is a key
component of the 'Mutual Prosperity' approach we have agreed upon.
 

·        Under the negotiated framework, the total compensation package for the Township of Springwater is valued at
approximately $22 million. This funding is critical for ensuring that growth pays for growth and will help maintain
our financial sustainability as the region expands.

 
·        The compensation model in the framework is based on a rate of $15,000 per developable acre. This formula

ensures a fair exchange for the land transfer while protecting Springwater’s tax base.
 
·        Importantly, this compensation is just one part of the equation.
 
·        The servicing agreement will provide immense value for residents of Springwater. Securing access to Barrie’s

water and wastewater capacity unlocks hundreds of millions of dollars in infrastructure value without having to
burden Springwater's taxpayers with the risk of building it ourselves.

 
·        Finalizing this agreement will enable us to build capacity for long-planned, essential community needs and

provincial priorities like seniors' housing, long-term care, hospice, and attainable housing.
 

I look forward to working with Mayor Nuttall and the Province to finalize these details and get shovels in the ground for
the housing and services our region and residents need.

 

 

 AFFLECK GREENE MCMURTRY LLP
BARRISTERS
 

 

WILLIAM MCLENNAN
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wmclennan@agmlawyers.com
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Renée Ainsworth, Dipl. M.A., AOMC
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/ Director
of Corporate Services
Township of Springwater
2231 Nursery Road
Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8
P. 705-728-4784 Ext. 2026

365 Bay Street, Suite 200
Toronto, Canada M5H 2V1
T/F +1 416-360-2800
agmlawyers.com / thelitigator.ca

   

 To subscribe or unsubscribe to our publications, visit our subscription centre.
This e-mail may be privileged and confidential.

   

 
 
From: William McLennan
Sent: December 1, 2025 10:50 AM
To: 'Renee Ainsworth' <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>
Cc: Stacey Forfar <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>; Michael Binetti <mbinetti@agmlawyers.com>
Subject: Privileged and Confidential - Email from Bob Bruton
 
Hi Renee – Received. We will work on this and get back to you.
 
Will
 

 

 

AFFLECK GREENE MCMURTRY LLP
BARRISTERS
 

 

WILLIAM MCLENNAN
 
+1 647-797-0623
wmclennan@agmlawyers.com
 
365 Bay Street, Suite 200
Toronto, Canada M5H 2V1
T/F +1 416-360-2800
agmlawyers.com / thelitigator.ca

   

 To subscribe or unsubscribe to our publications, visit our subscription centre.
This e-mail may be privileged and confidential.

   

 
 
From: Renee Ainsworth <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>
Sent: December 1, 2025 10:47 AM
To: William McLennan <wmclennan@agmlawyers.com>
Cc: Stacey Forfar <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>
Subject: FW: Email from Bob Bruton
 
CAUTION: External Sender. Please do not click on links or open attachments from senders you do not trust.
 
Hi Will,
 
Mayor Coughlin has asked if Bakir could provide a draft response for the below media inquiry.
 
Thanks,
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F. 705-728-6957         

      

   

 
Shelley Westlake-Brown (She/Her)
Executive Assistant to the Mayor, Council,
 Chief Administrative Officer and Deputy
Chief Administrative Officer
Township of Springwater
2231 Nursery Road
Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8
P. 705-728-4784 Ext. 2020

        

  

 
Respecting Your Right to Disconnect: My
working hours may not reflect yours. 
Please do not feel obligated to answer
outside your normal work hours.
 
The information contained in this message is
directed in confidence solely to the person(s)
named above and may not be otherwise
distributed, copied, or disclosed. The
message may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under the Municipal Freedom of

Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender of
the error so that we can update our distribution list and then delete the message without making a copy.
 
From: Shelley Westlake-Brown <shelley.westlake-brown@springwater.ca>
Sent: December 1, 2025 10:42 AM
To: Stacey Forfar <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>; Renee Ainsworth <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>
Subject: FW: Email from Bob Bruton
 
Hi Stacey and Renee,
 
At Mayor Coughlin’s request, I am sharing the below email.
 
Shelley
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respecting Your Right to Disconnect: My
working hours may not reflect yours. 
Please do not feel obligated to answer
outside your normal work hours.
 
The information contained in this message is

directed in confidence solely to the person(s) named above and may not be otherwise distributed, copied, or
disclosed. The message may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have received this message in
error, please notify the sender of the error so that we can update our distribution list and then delete the message
without making a copy.
 
From: Bob Bruton <bob@barrietoday.com>
Sent: December 1, 2025 10:07 AM
To: Jennifer Coughlin <Jennifer.Coughlin@springwater.ca>
Subject:
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL. Please check sender.
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Mayor Coughlin
 
 Does Springwater still expect to be compensated by Barrie for land annexed under Bill 76?
 If so, what would be the amount and how would it be arrived upon?
 Would it be a certain amount per developable acre?
 If no, why not?
 I would appreciate your answers and any other comments you have. on this matter.
 I am writing the story today.
 Thanks for your time.
 
Bob Bruton
BarrieToday
 
 
 


