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CONFIDENTIAL
 
Hi Michael,
 
Below is my draft email to the DM for review.
 
Good morning Deputy Mayor,
 
Thank you for your patience as I dealt with a family matter last week.
 
There are no Council resolutions regarding engagement of Air & Berlis. The Township has used Aird & Berlis dating back at
least 10 years, on an ad hoc basis.  Staff utilize this firm as a resource when specialized advice or guidance is required
relating to interpretation of the Municipal Act, Municipal Elections Act, Public Libraries Act, etc. With Strong Mayor Powers
being provided to the Township, staff utilized Aird & Berlis to assist with interpretation of the legislation and the Townships
requirements to ensure staff were following the processes outlined in the Municipal Act regarding Mayoral
decisions/directions.
 
One recent function of the firm, as you noted, was interim IC for the Township. Mr. Swayze delegated his powers as IC to
Aird & Berlis, as permitted in the Municipal Act, when he retired earlier this year. Council confirmed the temporary
appointment, and staff issued an RFP seeking proposals for these services, which ADR Chambers was retained. ADR
Chambers is now acting as IC for the Township and residents/Council are now directed to contact ADR Chambers should
they have any questions or complaints.
 
I can confirm that there is no general retainer or contract with Aird & Berlis. The Township is invoiced monthly, should any
services be required. I will follow-up with the costs associated with Aird & Berlis to date in 2025 in a separate email as I
have not had the opportunity to do so as of yet. I should have this information for you in the next couple of days.
 
As for Loopstra Nixon, the firm was retained by the CAO in August 2024 to advise on the Barrie boundary matter. There is
no retainer or contract with this firm. I believe the CAO provided yourself and the Mayor with a copy of the proposal for
review in early August 2024, which I have attached to this email. The proposal is confidential as it includes hourly rates,
which is considered proprietary information. There are no termination provisions within the proposal or upset limit
determined within this document. The firm initially advised Council of general annexation/restructuring information, along
with some initial thoughts on the proposal in November 2024 in closed session. After this, Council requested a legal opinion
from the firm in spring 2025, and subsequently for various opinions over the end of summer/fall 2025.
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respecting Your Right to Disconnect: My
working hours may not reflect yours. 
Please do not feel obligated to answer
outside your normal work hours.
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The information contained in this message is
directed in confidence solely to the person(s)
named above and may not be otherwise
distributed, copied, or disclosed. The

message may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have received this message in error, please notify
the sender of the error so that we can update our distribution list and then delete the message without making a
copy.
 
From: George Cabral <George.Cabral@springwater.ca>
Sent: November 12, 2025 10:18 AM
To: Renee Ainsworth <Renee.Ainsworth@springwater.ca>
Cc: Stacey Forfar <stacey.forfar@springwater.ca>; Greg Bedard <greg.bedard@springwater.ca>
Subject: Aird & Berlis
 
Good morning Renee,
 
Would you please provide the Council Resolution/motion wherein the services of Aird & Berlis were contracted
and retained, specifically the initial date Aird & Berlis were initially retained by Springwater Township and for what
purpose. It is my understanding from recent comments that there has been a years long relationship with Aird &
Berlis and as such there is likely some form of retainer/contract. Also, would you please provide information on
their current retainment/contractual status, how they have been retained, and what costs have been incurred by
council in 2025 thus far specific to Aird & Berlis. 
 
It is my understanding that they were succeeded to Springwater Township directly to be our IC by our former IC
Robert Swayse on his decision to retire this year, and they also provided the "Strong Mayor Power information
session to council.
 
As council has recently retained the services of ADR Chambers for IC services, my question is why, or how is
Aird & Berlis in continuation of retainment to Springwater Township, and specifically in what capacity. 
 
Is there a council resolution/motion specific to their retainment, or did staff, at the direction of the Mayor - simply
retain Aird & Berlis directly and for what purpose?
 
I would also appreciate understanding the retainer/contract initially put in place for Loopstra Nixon this past year
when they were specifically retained to assist council with the Barrie Boundary Adjustment question, and what
conditions were included respecting any termination clause or costs.
 
Thank 
Your
George 
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Quinto M. Annibale* 
*Quinto M. Annibale Professional Corporation 


Tel: (416) 748-4757 
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CONFIDENTIAL  
 
July 19, 2024  
 


Renée Ainsworth  
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk  
Township of Springwater  
2231 Nursery Road 
Minesing, ON  L9X 1A8  
 
Dear Ms. Ainsworth,  
 
RE:   The Corporation of the Township of Springwater   
  Proposal for Legal Services   
  Municipal Annexation/Restructuring  
    
We are pleased to forward to you a proposal for the provision of legal services for the 
Corporation of the Township of Springwater in relation to the potential annexation or municipal 
restructuring with the City of Barrie. This proposal outlines the services that Loopstra Nixon 
LLP is able to offer, together with an explanation of our firm’s approach and philosophy in  the 
delivery of those services.  


FIRM DESCRIPTION 
 


i. The Firm 
 
Loopstra Nixon LLP is a mid-size full-service law firm with offices in downtown Toronto, Etobicoke, 
Vaughan, Newmarket, Kingston and Ottawa. The firm was founded in 1973 and at present, 
consists of 112 lawyers, five articling students, five summer students, and a support staff of 
approximately 100 persons. Loopstra Nixon has been providing legal services for over fifty years.  
 
The firm has earned a sterling reputation for all aspects of business and public law and is 
consistently ranked among Ontario’s top municipal and planning law firms. The firm is also a 
significant player in the private equity and mid-tier corporate law market in Toronto and litigation 
counsel to some of Canada’s largest municipalities and municipal insurers. 
 


ii. Clients  
 
The firm provides a full range of legal services to both urban and rural municipalities.  The firm 
has performed services for public sector clients such as the federal government, the Ontario 
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government and numerous municipalities and boards, including the City of Mississauga, the City 
of Toronto, the Town of Oakville, the City of Brampton, the City of Burlington, the City of Hamilton, 
the City of Vaughan, the City of Kawartha Lakes, the City of Oshawa, the Town of Whitby, the 
Municipality of Clarington, the Municipality of Temagami, the City of Timmins, the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes, the Town of Erin, the Town of New Tecumseth, the Township of King, the Town 
of Innisfil, Bruce County, Dufferin County, the Town of Markham, the City of North Bay, the East 
York Community Council, the Township of Uxbridge, the Township of Brock, the Township of 
Scugog, the Town of Caledon, the City of Barrie, the City of Orillia, the Township of Tiny, the 
Town of Caledon, the Regional Municipality of York, the Regional Municipality of Durham, the 
Town of Milton, the Town of Halton Hills, the City of Owen Sound, the Town of Aurora, the City of 
Pickering, the Town of Georgina, the Town of East Gwillimbury, the City of Brockville, the Town 
of Gravenhurst, the Town of Meaford, the City of Windsor, the City of Sarnia, the Town of Parry 
Sound, the Town of Penetanguishene, the Town of Midland, the Township of South-West Oxford, 
the Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan, the Town of Kenora, the Town of Newmarket, the 
Township of Tehkummah, the Town of Fort Erie, the Town of Lincoln, the City of St. Catharines, 
the City of Niagara Falls and the Town of Richmond Hill.  The firm also acts for several municipal 
insurers including OMEX, the Durham Municipal Insurance Pool, Frank Cowan, Intact, AIG, 
Zurich, Lloyd’s, JLT, and BFL.  
 
The firm's unique experience in providing a full range of legal services for municipalities has given 
the firm a municipal profile and hands-on experience. Moreover, it has given the firm a true 
"municipal perspective" that is distinct from a "developer's perspective". 
 


iii. Expertise in Boundary Negotiations/Annexation and Restructuring 
 
We have extensive experience advising municipalities on issues related to annexation, 
amalgamation and municipal restructuring.  
 


I. City of Brockville  
 
In particular, we provided advice related to a provincial initiative in eastern Ontario to amalgamate 
two existing municipalities under the Municipal Boundary Negotiations Act. In that matter, we 
represented the City of Brockville and we were able to negotiate a successful annexation 
agreement for the client with the Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley.  
 


II. Corporation of the Borough of East York  
 
In 1999 we represented the Corporation of the Borough of East York in the process leading up to 
the implementation of the seven former municipalities forming what is today the City of Toronto. 
This included advising East York with respect to transition matters and dealing with the Transition 
Board appointed by the Province to implement the City of Toronto Act, 1997. We were also 
involved as instructing counsel in the Toronto challenge to Bill 103, the City of Toronto Act.  
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III. Town of Innisfil  
 
The firm has also acted as counsel to the Town of Innisfil in the annexation by the City of Barrie 
of part of Innisfil’s northern boundary. This was also undertaken by an act of the legislature and 
as part of our retainer we made representations to the Province’s legislative committee when the 
Bill was considered. We recommended changes to the Bill and successfully negotiated the 
annexation agreement with the City, and were involved in implementing that agreement.  
 


IV. City of Mississauga  
 
We are currently retained by the City of Mississauga to advise them with respect to the 
implementation of the Hazel McCallion Act (Peel Restructuring), 2023, which devolves all 
Regional planning functions to each of the local municipalities in Peel and which will devolve 
responsibility for water, wastewater and roads to the local municipalities. This has involved and 
continues to involve negotiations among all the affected municipalities, as well as discussion with 
the Provincial transition team appointed to facilitate the transfer. These initiatives include looking 
at the appropriate delivery models, including looking at Municipal Service Boards and Municipal 
Service Corporations.  
 
In addition, the firm has provided opinions on a wide variety of municipal law matters, including 
the following:  
 


• Application and interpretation of legislation and regulations; 


• Interpretation, validity, and enforceability of by-laws; 


• Municipal liability; and  


• Procedural matters. 
 
Below is a representative list of the subject matters that our firm has recently provided opinions 
on:  
 


• Municipal powers and process respecting water and wastewater privatization; 


• Municipal powers and process respecting unauthorized sewer connections; 


• Municipal powers respecting Municipal Services Corporations (MSCs) and Joint Municipal 
Service Boards (JMSBs);   


• Riparian rights in the context of development applications; 


• Municipal powers respecting renewable energy projects;  


• Municipal land ownership and easement rights; 


• Municipal powers and process respecting road closures;  


• Municipal powers and process respecting road access agreements 


• Ontario Building Code compliance;  


• The release of information pursuant to the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(Ontario);  


• Whether municipal councillors have a conflict pursuant to the Municipal Conflict of Interest 
Act;  
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• Municipal powers and jurisdiction vis-à-vis the Province of Ontario and other government 
and quasi-governmental bodies;  


• Municipal Elections Act compliance;  


• The law respecting ward boundary reviews;  


• Expropriations;  


• Development Charges;  


• Municipal licencing powers and process;  


• Municipal powers related to taxes, fees, and charges; and  


• Cost-sharing agreements.  
 
 


iv. Counsel Team  
 
Practice Lead:     Quinto M. Annibale  
Counsel Team:  Quinto M. Annibale (1987), J. Mark Joblin (2008), Steven C. Ferri (2010), 
Brendan Ruddick (2016), Mandy Ng (2016), Alexandra Whyte (2019), and Austin Ray (2023)   


 
A CV for each team member, outlining relevant experience in the practice area (including a 
description of the nature and extent of the experience) is attached as Appendix “1”. 
 
Approach 
 
Loopstra Nixon LLP generally provides its services to municipalities in the following ways: 
 


• providing opinion letters to council; 


• being consulted by staff on an "as needed" basis on legal matters; 


• preparing by-laws involving significant issues, such as the removal of private legal 
rights (as authorized by statute) or by-laws containing penalty provisions; 


• representing the municipality in uninsured litigation matters, including contract and 
tender disputes, judicial review, environmental litigation, by-law enforcement, 
injunctive relief, closing orders, municipal elections litigation, conflict of interest 
litigation, constitutional challenges, inter-jurisdictional disputes, assessment and tax 
matters and employment and human rights litigation;  


• insurance defence litigation involving negligence, nuisance, breach of fiduciary duty, 
misfeasance in public office, negligent misstatement, road maintenance negligence, 
and Building Code matters; 


• administrative tribunal litigation; 


• preparing legal contracts; and  


• providing legal input at staff meetings, where staff functions are required to be 
integrated, such as in the subdivision, site plan and by-law enforcement processes. 


 
In order to make a useful contribution to the municipal process, we believe the municipal solicitor 
must be willing and able to see more than one side of an issue.  If we are asked for an opinion, 
we apply the following format as much as possible: 
 


i. briefly state the facts on which we rely; 







 


5 
 
4880-4950-4466, v. 1 


ii. identify the issues; 
iii. briefly state the applicable law relating to each issue; 
iv. present a practical analysis of your options;  
v. analyse the advantages and disadvantages of your options; 
vi. assess the financial and risk management issues; 
vii. if applicable, identify any strategic plan or other policy implications related to the issue; 


and 
viii. make a recommendation. 
 
In using this approach, we believe that even if council or staff should select an approach, which 
is other than the recommendation made by the solicitor, there would be a sufficient basis in the 
opinion for making that decision.  At the same time, we try to avoid fence sitting and attempt to 
assist the municipality in giving it as much direction as possible. 
 


PROPOSED WORK PLAN  
 
The firm’s goal is to provide the highest quality of legal services needed by the client.  This dictates 
a common sense approach, which always keeps the client’s objectives in view.  To this end, the 
firm utilizes the following approaches: 
 


i. Personnel 
 


The Relationship Manager (Quinto Annibale) for this account will be the principal contact between 
the Township and Loopstra Nixon LLP and will manage the relationship with the Township.  The 
CAO or her designate will be the principal contact for the Township.   


 
If at any time during the retainer we feel that changes are necessary to any member of a counsel 
team, Loopstra Nixon LLP will not make any such changes without first obtaining the consent of 
the Township.  Any such changes will not be made unless the replacement is an individual of 
equivalent ability, experience and expertise. 
 


ii. Planning and Assignment of Work 
 
Upon being given an assignment, we will allocate our resources based on expertise and cost 
effectiveness and we will establish a method for best achieving the client's objectives.  Typically, 
the firm also attempts to match the task or issue with the lawyer with the most appropriate 
experience level. 
 
As a general rule, junior lawyers will be assigned to more routine matters, such as providing legal 
opinions and drafting of by-laws and agreements on less complicated, less contentious matters, 
and assisting senior counsel with all other matters, including assisting in larger litigation matters. 
 
Senior lawyers will be involved in more complicated, sensitive or contentious matters, larger 
Ontario Land Tribunal hearings, large litigation files, negotiations on proposals and technical 
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reviews, and document drafting in more involved and complicated planning matters.  The 
assistance of junior counsel will be utilized as needed.  This approach ensures that the 
appropriate level of experience (and, therefore, hourly rate) is assigned to each task.  Of course, 
the Township is free at any time to request that a particular lawyer be assigned to a particular 
task. 
 
If we believe that the client's objectives present serious legal problems or cannot be achieved in 
a cost-effective manner, we bring this to the client's attention as soon as possible.  
 


 
iii. Obtaining Instructions 


 
Instructions will only be taken from the CAO or her delegate.  We will not file any pleading, motion 
record, letter of appeal, affidavit, agreement or significant correspondence without first obtaining 
instructions from the Township.  Loopstra Nixon LLP will not retain experts, negotiate settlements, 
take steps in any proceeding, deal with Township staff, engage in extensive legal research or 
engage other counsel at our firm without first obtaining instructions from the Township. 


 
iv. Reporting 


 
We will keep the CAO or her delegate informed about all relevant matters, dates, occurrences 
and issues with respect to each file as they occur and in a timely manner.  We will provide to you 
all documents related to litigation or other matters as we receive them.  Any events which can be 
categorized as “significant” will be reported the same day that they occur. 


 
For all other matters, we will provide regular reporting to the Township. 
 


v. Follow-up 
 
All appropriate matters are diarized for follow-up purposes.  We maintain effective processing 
systems in the office through the assistance of trained support staff. 
 


vi. Quality and Effectiveness 
 
All work is handled through computerized word-processing.  Associates review all significant 
material with partners.  Team effort is emphasized for sophisticated and complex legal work.  
Lawyers are available on an "on-call" basis for all services that may be required by the Township 
of Springwater.  A firm of our size is sufficiently large to be able to handle all of the full-service 
requirements demanded by a municipality such as the Township of Springwater, yet is small and 
responsive enough to provide a high quality of personalized service and flexibility to meet all of 
your needs – qualities which are not always available from larger firms.  We believe that our firm 
is the optimum size to serve the needs of your municipality.  
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vii. Turnaround Time and Availability 
 
The firm prides itself on the high quality of customer service it is able to provide to municipalities.  
The firm is able to meet even the most stringent demands for a fast response. We are quite 
accustomed to dealing with the rigorous demands placed on staff by agenda deadlines and 
ratepayers’ needs.  Where possible, we strive to provide telephone advice for less complicated 
matters and where a written legal opinion or some form of documentation is required, we can, if 
necessary, provide next day or even same day service.  We are also available for meetings on 
short notice.  Other simple or routine matters will be addressed within the same day and no later 
than one business day.  More complex matters will be addressed within two business days.   
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PROPOSED FEE SCHEDULE  
 
All lawyers in this firm work on the basis of quoted hourly rates.  A computerized docket record is 
kept of all dockets that pertain to any file.  Any work done on behalf of the Township would be 
treated on a file-by-file basis so that an itemized account can be delivered on any given matter.  
Unless instructed otherwise, all work is billed on a monthly basis.   
 
Below is our 2024 Proposed Fee Schedule.  Disbursements are billed as actually incurred (unless 
otherwise noted).  Loopstra Nixon LLP guarantees that this fee structure will remain in effect for 
the duration of the retainer.  We are equipped to accept electronic funds transfer as the form of 
payment for all legal accounts. There are no hourly rates charged for other staff of Loopstra Nixon 
LLP not listed below.  All fees quoted are exclusive of H.S.T.  We confirm that Loopstra Nixon 
LLP will be responsible for all payments or deductions required for Canada Pension Plans, 
Employment Insurance, Workplace Safety and Insurance Board and Income Tax. 
 
The firm will bill in accordance with the fee schedule as follows: 
 


Proposed Fee Schedule  
 


Year of Call Counsel Billing Rate 
 


1987 Quinto M. Annibale $768.00 


2008 J. Mark Joblin $580.00 


2010 Steven Ferri $560.00 


2016 Brendan Ruddick $520.00 


2016 Mandy Ng $520.00 


2019 Alexandra Whyte $420.00 


2023 Austin Ray $300.00 


 Articling Students $175.00 


 Paralegals (Clerk) $150.00 


   


 Disbursements  


 Photocopying $0.25 per copy 


 Fax $0.25 per page 


 Mileage:  
Partners do not charge 
mileage 


$0.50 per kilometer 
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REFERENCES 
 
The name and phone number of each reference contact is as follows: 
 
1. City of Pickering  
 One The Esplanade 
 Pickering, Ontario 
 L1V 6K7 
 Contact:  Paul Bigioni, Director, Corporate Services & City Solicitor 
 Telephone No.: 905-420-2222 


Brief Description of Retainer:  Special counsel representing Pickering in various matters 
as required 


 
2. City of Mississauga 


 300 City Centre Drive 
 Mississauga, Ontario 
 L5B 3C1  
 Contact: Andra Maxwell, City Solicitor 
 Telephone No.: 905-615-3200 
 Brief Description of Retainer: Retained for Restructuring matter  
 
3. Town of Caledon 
 6311 Old Church Road 
 Caledon, Ontario 
 L7C 1J6 
 Contact:  Nathan Hyde, CAO 
 Telephone No.:  905-584-2272 
 Brief Description of Retainer:  Full Service – all legal services 
 
 
Our firm has extensive experience as counsel for municipalities.  We are pleased to be able to 
offer our services to the Township of Springwater.  We would be pleased to meet with members 
of Council or any staff members at your convenience if you wish to discuss this proposal further.   
 
If you require any further information concerning our firm, please do not hesitate to call. 
 


Yours very truly, 
 


LOOPSTRA NIXON LLP  
 
 
 
 
Per:  Quinto M. Annibale  
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APPENDIX “1” 
 


Curriculum Vitae 
 
 


QUINTO M. ANNIBALE  
B.A., LL.B.  


 
Quinto was called to the Ontario Bar in 1987 and is the head of the firm’s Municipal, Land Use 
Planning, and Development Law Group.  


Quinto has special expertise in municipal, land use planning, and development law matters, 
having acted for both municipal corporations and private property owners. He is a former member 
of the City of Etobicoke Committee of Adjustment, a past executive member of the Municipal Law 
section of the Ontario Bar Association, and editor of the Municipal Section Newsletter. Quinto 
lectures on municipal and planning law issues at local and international conferences. He has 
published numerous papers in his field, as well as a book for Canada Law Book called “Municipal 
Lands: Acquisition, Management, and Disposition”.  
 
Quinto is consulting editor of the Canada Law Book publication called “Ontario Municipal 
Legislation” and has written two chapters for the recent re-release of the seminal real estate law 
text: “Anger and Honsberger Real Property”. Quinto is active in his community, serving as an 
executive in a number of not-for-profit organizations as well as being a director and corporate 
secretary of the Vaughan Health Campus of Care, the Vaughan Healthcare Foundation Board of 
Directors. He is also President of the Carol Annibale Ovarian Cancer Foundation, a charity he 
runs in memory of his late wife, Carol Annibale. Additionally, Quinto is presently the Chair of the 
Board of Directors of Villanova College in Vaughan, Ontario. Quinto has been actively involved in 
the strategic planning and implementation of the College since 2010.  
 
Relevant Experience: Mr. Annibale has litigated hundreds of OMB/OLT matters and has 
provided municipal law and land use planning and development law advice to municipalities for 
over 30 years.  He has experience in all facets of these practice areas. He currently provides legal 
services to many municipalities throughout Ontario on both a “full service” and on a “file by file” 
retainer basis and acts for many developers in those municipalities where he does not act for the 
municipality itself.  
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J. MARK JOBLIN 
B.A. (HONS.), J.D. 


 
Mark is a Partner practicing municipal, land use planning, and development law. His experience 
includes appearances before the Ontario Municipal Board/Ontario Land Tribunal in matters 
concerning Growth Plan Conformity, Official Plan and Zoning Amendments, Site Plan Approval 
and Development Charges. He is also experienced in the negotiation and preparation of 
development agreements and condominium documents, as well as drafting of municipal 
regulatory by-laws.  
 
Relevant Experience:  Mark has acted as counsel for the City of Pickering in the Seaton and 
Durham Official Plan OMB hearing, counsel for a large developer’s group in Halton Region Official 
Plan OLT hearings, and counsel for the Town of Innisfil in the Simcoe and Innisfil Official Plan 
OMB hearings. He has been counsel for a number of municipalities on other matters at the OLT, 
including the City of Mississauga and the Township of Uxbridge, as well as representing several 
private entities.  
 


 
STEVEN C. FERRI 
B.A. (HONS.), J.D. 


 
Steven is a Partner in the Municipal, Land Use Planning and Development Law Group. His 
practice focuses on a variety of municipal law matters for public and private sector clients 
throughout Ontario.  
 
He assists clients with planning, environmental and heritage issues, as well as other municipal 
approvals. In addition, Steven often advises clients with respect to municipal law issues such as 
expropriation matters, municipal by-law compliance and enforcement, freedom of information 
applications, conflicts of interest and election law compliance.  
 
Relevant Experience: Steven has acted for municipalities, private companies, electricity 
generators and distributors, and real estate development firms on minor variance applications 
and consents, official plan and zoning by-law amendments, growth plan conformity exercises, 
complex municipal agreements, site plan approvals, and development charge appeals.  
 
He has been involved in applications and appeals before municipal authorities and administrative 
tribunals, including the Ontario Municipal Board/Ontario Land Tribunal, the Conservation Review 
Board, municipal councils, and municipal committees of adjustment.  
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BRENDAN RUDDICK 
B.A. (HONS.), J.D. 


 
Brendan is a Partner in the Municipal, Land Use Planning & Development Law Group. Brendan 
represents a diverse cross section of both public and private clients across Ontario including 
municipalities, private corporations, developers, power generators, public utilities, and individual 
homeowners. 


Brendan holds a BA from Concordia University in Urban Studies and Political Science and 
attended law school at the University of Toronto. Brendan joined Loopstra Nixon LLP as a summer 
student in 2014, articled at the firm in 2015-2016 and became an associate in 2016 following his 
call to the bar. 


Relevant Experience: Brendan represents clients in a broad range of matters including all 
manner of development approvals, heritage conservation matters, municipal governance, plans 
of subdivision, official plan and zoning by-law appeals, minor variances, condominium law, 
development charges matters, freedom of information requests, and municipal conflict of interest 
law. Brendan has appeared before the Ontario Municipal Board/Ontario Land Tribunal, 
committees of adjustment, and municipal councils. 


 


MANDY NG 
B.SC (HONS.), J.D. 


 
Mandy is a Partner in the Municipal, Land Use Planning & Development Law Group. Mandy acts 
for public and private sector clients on development approvals, plans of subdivision, official plan 
and zoning by-law appeals, minor variances, municipal governance, heritage conservation, 
development charges, expropriation, freedom of information applications and conflict of interest 
law. 


Before joining the firm, Mandy worked at a boutique firm representing public and private sector 
clients in real estate acquisition, expropriation, municipal, planning and development law. Mandy 
completed her articles at the Ministry of the Attorney General, Crown Law Office – Civil, the 
Government of Ontario's central litigation office. 


 


ALEXANDRA WHYTE  
B.A., LL.B.  


 
Alexandra was called to the Bar in 2019 and practices municipal, land use planning, and 
development law. She represents a broad cross section of both public and private clients on a 
variety of municipal law matters throughout Ontario. Alexandra holds a BA from Royal Roads 
University in Justice Studies and attended law school at the University of Leicester, U.K.  
 
Relevant Experience: Alexandra is involved in numerous planning matters including appeals to 
the Ontario Land Tribunal relating to issues such as official plans, re-zoning, plans of subdivision, 
severances, and minor variances. Alexandra has appeared before the Ontario Superior Court of 
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Justice (Divisional Court), Provincial Offences Court, the Ontario Land Tribunal and municipal 
councils. 
 


AUSTIN RAY 
B.A., J.D. 


 
Austin was called to the Bar in 2023 and practices municipal, land use planning, and development 
law. Austin represents both public and private sector clients on a variety of municipal law matters. 
Austin holds a BA from the University of King’s College in European Studies and obtained a JD 
from the University of Toronto.  
 
 





