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VOTING CONTINUES IN THE 2026 STRATFORD MUNICIPAL ELECTION
You can vote in the 2026 Municipal Election until 8:00 p.m. on Monday, October 26.

Need help with voting? Need to be added or update your information on the Voters’
List? Visit the Voter Help Centre in the Community Halls at the Rotary Complex during
the following dates/times:

e October 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m,,
e October 25, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., and
e QOctober 26, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Computers are provided on site for eligible electors to use when casting their vote.

Free Transit Service — October 26

The City of Stratford will be offering free transit services on October 26, 2026, for the
entire day, to make it easier for electors to attend the Voter Help Centre at the Rotary
Complex.

Ballot Secrecy

It's important for electors in Stratford to know their rights as they relate to voter
privacy and secrecy. There is an onus on each and every Stratford voter to help
protect the principles of voter secrecy and privacy under the Municipal Elections Act.

For example, the law provides that:

« When you are voting, no one may attempt to influence your voting choices, or
interfere with your marking of the ballot;

« No one may attempt to obtain information about how you intend to vote, or
how you did vote.

What can you do to help uphold the principles of voter privacy and secrecy, and
undue interference while voting? Here are some tips!

1. Cast your Ballot Privately. Although internet and telephone voting options will
allow voters to cast a ballot from virtually anywhere, casting a ballot should still be
a private exercise. Find a quiet, private place to cast your ballot, free from
interference or close observation by others.

2. Protect your PIN. Your secret Voting PIN will arrive in the mail, or may have
already arrived. Although a PIN thief would need to know other personal
information about you in order to steal and vote using your PIN, it’s still important
for you to keep your PIN private.

3. Don’t Donate your Vote! If you choose not to vote, destroy your PIN. It is illegal
to give your PIN and your vote to another person.



4. Say NO to political interference while casting a ballot. While candidates and
their teams are welcome to solicit your support throughout the campaign period,
they must not interfere with a voter who is casting a ballot. Ensure that candidates
and scrutineers respect your privacy and do not pressure you while you are voting.

5. Keep your choices private. Remember that you are not obliged to share your
voting choices with anyone, either before or after casting a ballot.

When you submit your ballot, your voting choices are encrypted and stored separately
from your personal information. Once stored, there is no way for election officials,
municipal staff, Simply Voting employees, or any other person to determine how you
voted.

Viewing of Unofficial Election Results

On the evening of Monday, October 26, the City of Stratford will provide an
opportunity for candidates, supporters, members of the public and the media to see
the unofficial results of Stratford's 2026 municipal and school board election, once
they’re available.

This will take place in the Auditorium at Stratford City Hall located on the main floor, 1
Wellington Street, starting at 7:30 p.m.

While voting ends at 8 p.m., electors still in the voting system will be given an
opportunity to finish casting their ballots, and then a number of steps must be
completed by election officials before the unofficial results can be released. Once all
steps have been completed, the unofficial election results will be posted to the City’s
website at www.stratford.ca, and then projected in the Auditorium.

For more information about the 2026 Stratford Municipal and School Board Election
please visit www.stratford.ca/elections.

REMINDER - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES
AND BOARDS

The City of Stratford is looking for a diverse range of volunteers to lend their unique
voices and perspectives to the City’s advisory committees and boards. Community
members serving on advisory committees and boards help guide the City’s decision
making and provide advice and feedback to City Council in a variety of areas, including
but not limited to the environment, accessibility, active transportation, heritage and
safe communities.

Why serve on a committee or board? Volunteering makes a difference in our
community and is a great way to give back. It's also an opportunity to help influence
decision-making in your local government and be part of democracy in action. You will
learn new skills, build your understanding of how municipal government works, and
make connections with other passionate members of the Stratford community.

These opportunities are open to Stratford residents and eligible electors who are at
least 18 years of age (with the exception of the Youth representatives who can be
under 18 years). Additional qualifications may apply depending on the advisory
committee you are interested in. Experienced and new members are encouraged to

apply.

Please ensure you are available to attend meetings in person on the day and time
listed in the description for each advisory committee or board.

If you are interested in volunteering on one of the City’s committees or boards listed
below, please complete the application available on the City’s website at
www.stratford.ca. The deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, October 30, 2026.

The applications can also be printed from the website or picked up from the Clerk’s
Office and returned through one of the following means:


http://www.stratford.ca/elections

Email: adviscom@stratford.ca
In-person or mail to:

The Corporation of the City of Stratford,
Attention City Clerk,

Clerk’s Office, Ground Floor, Stratford City Hall
P.O. Box 818,

Stratford, ON N5A 6W1

Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC)

Date, Time and Location of Meetings. Meets on the first Tuesday of each month at
12:00 p.m. in the Mansbridge Room at the Stratford Rotary Complex. Please ensure
you are able to attend on this day and time.

Purpose: The purpose of the AAC is to improve opportunities for persons with
disabilities and to provide for involvement in the identification, removal and prevention
of barriers to full participation in the community. Members of the AAC will be paid
remuneration in the amount of $125.00 per Committee meeting attended and $50.00
per site plan review meeting attended.

Available Positions: Four (4) citizens positions are available for appointment for 2-year
terms.

Active Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC)

Date, Time and Location of Meetings: Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. in the Mansbridge Room at the Rotary Complex. Please ensure you are able
to attend on this day and time.

Purpose: The purpose of the ATAC is to serve as a forum for the public to raise their
viewpoints on particular active transportation issues and/or other findings and to bring
these interests to the attention of the appropriate staff, departments or standing
committees. The ATAC also acts to educate, promote and enhance active
transportation in the City of Stratford.

Available Positions: There are three (3) citizen representative positions and one (1)
Cycle Stratford representative position available for 2-year terms.

Communities in Bloom Advisory Committee

Date, Time and Location of Meetings: Meets on the second Thursday of the month at
12:00 p.m. in the Mansbridge Room at the Rotary Complex. Please ensure you are able
to attend on this day and time.

Purpose: The mandate of the Communities in Bloom Committee is:

o foster civic pride, environmental protection and beautification, through
community participation;

e to improve the tidiness, appearance and visual appeal of neighbourhoods,
parks, open spaces and streets;

e to focus on environmental awareness and preservation of heritage and culture;

e to co-ordinate a host program as required;

e to be financially sustainable.

Positions Available: There are three (3) citizen representative positions available for 2-
year terms.

Energy & Environment Advisory Committee

Date, Time and Location of Meetings: Meets on the first Thursday of the month at 4:00
p.m. in the Mansbridge Room at the Rotary Complex. Please ensure you are able to
attend on this day and time.



Purpose: This Committee provides advice to Council on matters relating to waste
reduction initiatives, water and energy conservation and preservation of natural areas.

Positions Available: There are four (4) citizen representative positions available for a 2-
year term.

Heritage Stratford Advisory Committee

Date, Time, and Location of Meetings: Meets on the second Tuesday of the month at
7:00 p.m. in the Mansbridge Room at the Stratford Rotary Complex. Please ensure you
are able to attend on this day and time.

Purpose: Heritage Stratford deals with matters relating to the promotion of
architectural designing and conserving of heritage architecture and heritage
designations. Members of the Heritage Stratford Committee will be paid remuneration
in the amount of $125.00 per Committee meeting attended and $50.00 per site plan
and permit review meeting attended.

Positions Available: There are two (2) citizen representative positions available for 2-
year terms.

Stratfords of the World - Ontario Committee

Date, Time and Location of Meetings: Meets periodically throughout the year at the call
of the Chair. Typically meetings are held between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. in the
Mansbridge Room at the Rotary Complex.

Purpose: The mandate of the Stratfords of the World Committee is:

e to encourage community partnerships which provide additional opportunities;

e to assist with the recurring reunion program with other Stratfords every two
years;

e to ensure that the annual Friendship Flower Bed is updated;

e to be financially sustainable.

Positions Available: There are five (5) citizen representative positions available for 2-
year terms.

Board of Park Management
Date and Time of Meetings. Meets on the second Monday of the month at 3:30 p.m.

Purpose: The Board of Park Management deals with matters regarding the
maintenance, improvement and expansion of the City’s park system.

Available Positions: There are six (6) citizen positions available for a 4-year term
concurrent with the term of Council.

Committee of Adjustment
Date and Time of Meetings. Meets on the third Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m.

Purpose: The Committee of Adjustment is a quasi-judicial tribunal appointed by City
Council and is independent and autonomous from City Council and City Administration.
The Committee of Adjustment has the authority, given by City Council under the
Planning Act, to make decisions on applications for certain changes to buildings,
properties, and land. These include applications to vary zoning rules (Minor Variance)
and divide or adjust property lines (Consent).

Available Positions. There are five (5) citizen positions available for a 4-year term
concurrent with the term of Council. Individuals with experience in urban planning,
architecture, environmental planning, land development, surveying,
legal/administrative law, contracting or other related fields are encouraged to apply.

Downtown Stratford Business Improvement Area (BIA)
Date and Time of Meetings. Meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:15 p.m.



Purpose: The BIA deals with matters concerning promotion and beautification of the
downtown core. To be eligible for appointment, you must be a downtown property
owner or business operator. Provincial eligibility requirements for persons who may be
appointed to the Downton Stratford BIA are:

a) persons who own property that is in either the commercial or industrial property
class in the designated city centre and who are shown on the last revised
assessment roll;

b) persons who operate businesses, either owning the business premises or
holding them under a lease requiring the payment of property taxes;

C) persons operating businesses in leased space under a gross lease entered into
on or before June 11, 1998;

d) nominees of persons who qualify under (a), (b) or (c).

Incorporated members shall be represented only by a named person so designated in
the corporation’s official designation letter for that purpose filed with the City of
Stratford.

Available Positions. We are looking for between 3 to 9 individuals to serve on the
Board for a 4-year term concurrent with the term of Council.

Stratford Police Service Board
Date and Time of Meetings: Meets monthly at the call of the Chair usually at 4:30 p.m.

Purpose: The SPSB is the civilian body governing the Stratford Police Service. It is
responsible for ensuring the provision of adequate and effective policing in the
municipality. Its duties are set out in the Community Safety and Policing Act.

Positions Available: There is one (1) community member position available for a 4-year
term.

Stratford Public Library Board
Date and Time of Meetings: Meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:45 p.m.

Purpose: Operating under the Public Libraries Act, the Board is responsible for the
governance of the public library. Its focus is on policy development, planning and
advocacy.

Available Positions: There are ten (10) citizen representative positions available for 4-
year terms concurrent with the term of Council.

Additional information regarding these committees and boards are available on the
City’s website or upon request from the City Clerk’s Office, 519-271-0250, extension
5243.

NOTICE OF COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING

The Stratford Committee of Adjustment will consider the following application at a
hearing to be held on Thursday November 12, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. in the Stratford City
Council Chamber (upper level), located at 1 Wellington Street, Stratford.

APPLICATION:

MINOR VARIANCE

ADDRESS: 236 Ontario Street
APPLICATION NUMBER: A16-26

Purpose and Effect of the Application
The purpose of the application is to seek relief from various provisions of the City of
Stratford Comprehensive Zoning By-law 10-2022 to facilitate the conversion of an




existing duplex dwelling into a triplex dwelling through the construction of an additional
residential unit above the existing garage.

The subject property contains an existing duplex dwelling and garage, with certain lot
dimensions and building setbacks that do not comply with the requirements of the
current Zoning By-law. The proposed development would maintain the existing building
footprint while introducing an additional dwelling unit above the garage.

The requested variances relate to minimum lot area, lot frontage, lot depth, front yard
depth, exterior and interior side yard widths, rear yard depth, and parking space width
as further described below. The variances are intended to recognize certain existing site
conditions and accommodate the proposed residential addition and change in dwelling

type.

Variances Requested:

1. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum lot area for a triplex from 450 m2 to 285 m2.

2. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum lot frontage for a triplex from 20 m to 12.6 m.

3. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum lot depth for a triplex from 30 m to 22.6 m.

4. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum front yard depth from 7.5 m to 5.5 m.

5. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum exterior side yard width from 4.5 m to 3.1 m.

6. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum side yard width from 1.5 m to 0 m for the existing garage, and
0.5 m for the proposed addition.

7. Table 6.4.3 Regulations in Residential Third Density (R3) Zone: to decrease the
required minimum rear yard depth from 7.5 m to 0.8 m.

8. Section 5.2 a) ii) Parking Space Dimensions and Requirements: to reduce the
minimum width of a parking space adjacent to a wall or lot line from 3 m to 2.8 m.

Additional information regarding this application may be obtained by contacting the
Building and Planning Services Department, at 519-271-0250 extension 5345 or
emailing: planning@stratford.ca during normal business hours.

If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the City of Stratford
Committee of Adjustment in respect of the application does not make written
submissions to the City of Stratford Committee of Adjustment before it gives or refuses
the application, the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.


mailto:planning@stratford.ca

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the City of Stratford Committee of
Adjustment in respect of the application, you must make a written request to the
Secretary-Treasurer, Stratford Committee of Adjustment, Eva Baker, 82 Erie Street, 3rd
Floor Stratford, ON N5A 2M4. This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible
Ontario Land Tribunal hearing. Even if you are the successful party, you should request
a copy of the decision since the Stratford Committee of Adjustment decision may be
appealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal by the applicant, the Minister or a specified
person or public body.

Personal information collected as part of this Notice is pursuant to the Municipal Act,
2001 and the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal
information collected as a result of this Notice will be used to assist the Committee of
Adjustment in making a decision on this application. Names, addresses, opinions and
comments will be made available for public disclosure. Questions regarding this
collection should be forwarded to the City Clerk, Tatiana Dafoe, 1 Wellington Street,
P.O. Box 818, Stratford ON, N5A 6W1 or by emailing: tdafoe@stratford.ca or by
telephone at 519-271-0250 extension 5237.

NOTICE OF NOISE BY-LAW EXEMPTION

The Downtown Stratford BIA is organizing the Winter Wander-land event in Market
Square on Saturday, November 28, 2026, and Sunday, November 29, 2026, from
11:00 am to 5:00 pm. The organizers of this event have requested an exemption from
Noise Control By-law 113-79 on Sunday, November 29, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.

Anyone wishing to comment on this application for exemption should provide their
comments in writing or email by Friday, October 30, 2026, to: The Corporation of the
City of Stratford, Attention: Events Coordinator, Community Services, P.O. Box 874,
357 McCarthy Rd., Stratford, ON N5A 6W3. Email: kriddell@stratford.ca

LEAF & YARD WASTE COLLECTION - REMINDER

Leaf and Yard Waste will be collected citywide, on your regular garbage collection day,
the week of October 26 — 30. Leaf and yard waste will only be collected in the
following forms:

e 110 L Kraft Paper bags
e Certified Compostable bags
e Re-useable Container with label attached

Clear Plastic Bags are NOT accepted and will be left at the curbside. Leaf and Yard
waste is also accepted at the landfill depot during regular landfill hours.

The next Leaf and Yard Waste collection week is November 2 - 6.

WINTER PARKING ENFORCEMENT HOURS

Running from November 1 to March 31, winter parking enforcement hours will be in
effect from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Saturday (excluding holidays). This is a
reoccurring change in parking enforcement hours that takes place each November in
accordance with the City’s Traffic and Parking By-law.

ATTENTION STRATFORD PROPERTY OWNERS
Property Tax — 2026 Final levy due date October 28, 2026

Property tax payments may be made at your bank: in person, telephone, or online
banking. Cheques payable to “City of Stratford” can be mailed to P.O. Box 818,
Stratford, ON N5A 6W1 or dropped off at the rear entrance mailbox. Cash, Debit, or
Cheque is also accepted at City Hall (Ground Floor — Clerk’s Office).

Looking to sign up for monthly or quarterly pre-authorized payment plan?


mailto:hdenny@stratford.ca

Email pap@stratford.ca or call the City Tax Office (519-271-0250 ext. 5212).

Go paperless for future notices by visiting www.stratford.ca/eSend.

The Town Crier is posted to the City’s website.

www.stratford.ca
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