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What is an Official Plan (OP)?

• Policy tool to prescribe how land 
should be managed (setting 
permitting land uses, density 
targets etc.) in our community.

• Implements Provincial policy and 
locally-driven policy and priorities.

• Current Town of BWG OP
• 50,500 People by 2031 – can 

accommodate future growth within 
existing settlement boundaries 
(Bradford and Bond Head)



Bradford’s projected growth in 2002
• 47,800 residents by 2026

Identified five (5) community areas for 
future growth in Bradford

• + Bond Head and Highway 400 
Employment Area

2002 Official Plan

Statistics Canada: 
BWG Population (2021) – 42,335





• Background work to determine 
future land needs for population and 
employment growth; 

• Where and how to grow!

The Official Plan implements the 
growth management study

What is a growth management study?





Phase 1 – “Intensification First”
• Intensification First to evaluate how much 

2051 growth fits inside the existing urban 
boundaries

• Assessed long-term employment land 
needs

• Established employment-conversion criteria

• Delineated the MTSA (Major Transit Station 
Area) and Strategic Growth Area 

• Part 1 adopted by Council but requires 
approval from either Simcoe County or the 
Province

What is BWGs growth management study



Phase 2 – “Settlement Area 
Boundary Expansion”
• Primary focus is on urban boundary 

expansion

• Lots of interest in BWG for urban expansion:
• South Simcoe Growth Area 
• Minister Zoning Orders
• Landowner requests 
• Employment land conversions

• Studies required to support the work:
• Water/Wastewater Master Plan
• Fiscal impact analysis
• Agricultural Impact Assessment
• Natural Heritage Evaluation

What is BWGs growth management study



WE ARE HERE



Map of Landowner Requests (Aug. 2026)





• Required under the Provincial Planning Statement and Greenbelt Plan

• AIA is used for settlement area boundary expansion (SABEs) and non-
agricultural use proposals

• Focuses on if the prime agricultural land is being lost, alternative 
locations, undermining the agricultural system and provincial policy 
conflict

• Asks the questions:
o "What are the potential impacts of the proposal on agricultural 

activities in the area?"
o "Can anticipated adverse impacts be avoided, or minimized and 

mitigated?"‘

• Relies upon municipalities to ensure the AIAs conducted are 
satisfactory for non-agricultural uses

• Technical assessment includes soil surveys, mapping of agricultural 
resources, MDS, etc.

Agricultural Impact Assessments (AIA)



• AIAs for Settlement Area Boundary 
Expansion require evaluation 
surrounding proposed expansion 
area(s).

• 1.5 km assessment area includes 
regular MDS considerations within 
the buffer.

Recent provincial guidelines on AIAs for GMS



• Stay up to date on all things 
PlanBWG2051, by subscribing to 
our newsletter (Scan the QR Code)

• 2027 will include significant public 
consultation
• Town Events
• Open Houses
• Presentations to 

Council/Committees of Council

Scan Me! 

Community Engagement



LOOKING BACK - Over the last 20-30 years of urban growth, how has 
the Town successfully supported agriculture? What could the Town 

have done differently?

TODAY - What are the most significant land use related challenges 
impacting farming? What about opportunities?

INTO THE FUTURE - While accommodating urban growth to the year 
2051, what does success in supporting agriculture look like? 

Re-framing the Questions Around Growth
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